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Private Printing Added 

 Wrappers bearing private printing 

added after the wrappers have been purchased 

from the post office are desired because of their 

aesthetic appeal, thematic interest and scarcity.  

They usually sell at a premium.  However, what 

must be remembered is that the addition of 

private printing after the wrapper leaves the 

post office does not add a variety to postal 

stationery.  On the other hand, if the printing 

had been added by the post office then it is 

considered to be a legitimate variety.  In most 

cases, it is not possible to prove that the 

wrapper’s extra printing occurred at the post 

office before it was sold to the client.  In the 

absence of such proof items bearing private 

printing should be considered carefully, especially with regard to their role    (continued on page 8)  
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From your auction 

manager 
by Gerry Diamond 

 While you are reading this issue of TELL, 

don’t forget to check Auction #168, Lots 1 to 35 

that were donated items by several of our very 

generous members.  Many of the lots are excep-

tional quality!  All of the proceeds from the sale of 

this material will be sent  to  the treasurer of our 

society.  To make sure that these items sell, very 

reasonable starting bids have been set. 

 The regular auction items following the do-

nation listings have also been given very reasona-

ble starting bids.  All of the material is of the 

highest quality and is in excellent condition.   

 So send in your bids and look to acquire 

some outstanding Swiss material. 

 

What Else is Going On?  
by George Struble 

Roelliphila September Auction 

 The 60th International Roelli Auction takes 

place on September 14th and 15th in Lucerne. 

 Roelliphila is proud to offer the interesting 

and fantastic Swiss stamp collection of the late ex-

pert Hans Hunziker.  The whole proceeds will be 

donated to the Basel zoo. One highlight is a beauti-

ful Basel Dove on cover. 

 Furthermore there 

are some rarities of Swiss 

cantonal stamps, especially 

proofs of the Rayon and 

Strubel stamps and a strip of 

five Zürich 6 stamps.  

 In addition to that, 

Roelliphila is happy to offer a 

collection of Rayon-pairs and 

a phenomenal collection of UPU-stamps.  Moreo-

ver, there are some interesting airmail covers like 

a cover of the balloon Urania to Basel.  

 And more news: since their last auction in 

February 2017, they are offering a wide selection 

of national and international coins.» 

 

Zinken to receive The Consilium 

Medal 

 The Consilium Philateliae Helveticae’s 

[Council of Swiss Philately] purpose is to promote 

the development and study of Swiss philately.Each 

year The Consilium Medal is awarded to a person 

who stood out particularly in the area of Swiss Phi-

lately. 

 (Continued on page 7) 

We have no "Matterhorn Meanderings" column  

in this issue.  Dick and Yolanda Hall are out of 

town, and Dick didn't have enough material for 

a column before he left.  His column should be 

back in the November TELL. 
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Good to Know! 

The Toned Papers of the 1938/54 High Values 
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in October 2012 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with 
the gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 The 3 f., 5 f. and 10 f. values first issued in 1938 were printed on three distinctive papers, and it 

may be useful to expand a little on the all-too-brief catalogue notes.  

 The original 1938 printings (Zumstein 216v-218v, S.G. 388A-390A, Sc. 244-246) were made onto a 

buff security granite paper with black and red fibres, sensitive to light and water.  In its original form the 

buff granite paper was covered with a security-coating which turned the surface of the buff paper into a 

greenish-grey to bluish-grey colour as soon as the stamps were subjected to light.  This coating is water-

soluble, so that used stamps which have been soaked for longer than a few moments in water start to lose 

the toning.  If soaked for a long time, the bluish-grey or greenish-grey disappears almost completely, leav-

ing just a dullness behind.  Such heavily washed stamps are recognizable by the postmark-dates which 

would be in the period 1938-1942, but they are worth much less than stamps with the blue/green/greyish 

toning intact. 

 The next printings were made on a similar buff granite paper, again with black and red fibres, but 

without the light-sensitive surface coating so that they remained buff even in daylight.  While this printing 

was not released for use as definitives until May 1942 (Zumstein 216w-218w, S.G. 388B-390B, Sc, 284a-

286a), part of it was overprinted for use by the League of Nations and the International Labour Office and 

put on sale as early as June 1939 (Zumstein DIII 65-67, D IV 57-59; S.G. LN64-66, LB56-58; Sc. 2O65-67. 

3O57-59).  

 The final change came in 1954 when a slightly thinner white granite paper (with blue and red fi-

bres) was introduced (Zumstein 216x-218x, S.G. 388C-390C, Sc. 284-286).  This paper was toned buff on 

the surface so that it looked almost identical to the previous printings; only the white back and the blue 

instead of black granite-fibres allow you to tell the difference.  

 The pioneer of Swiss Philately in the UK, Heinz Katcher, also used to list intermediate 1954/57 

printings on buff paper with red, black and blue fibres, or red and blue fibres only, but they have never 

been recognized by Zumstein, and there remains some doubt over these. 
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Overprint Flaws in the 1950 Series Swiss Officials 
by George Valby 

 The collection of these catalogued plate flaws forms a very interesting and rewarding topic for Swiss 

stamp collectors.  These officials were overprinted on the 1949 “Technik und Landschaft” series, eleven de-

nominations, 5 to 70Rp.  In the case of OIR, only 5 denominations were overprinted. 

 Some flaws are pronounced, and others less so.  Most are catalogued in the 2000 Zumstein special-

ized catalog.  In each case a premium is identified, which of course adds to the value.  (The premium is the 

same for each denomination, except in the case of the International Bureau of Education overprints, a situ-

ation that I do not fully understand.) 

 A “complete” set is comprised of seventeen stamps, six from the United Nations European Office, 

four from the International Bureau of Education, three from the World Health Organization, and two each 

from the International Bureau of Labor and the International Organization for Refugees.  (There are also a 

few unlisted, minor flaws that can be found.)  

 The overprint flaws appear on each of the denominations, for each organization.  Thus, for a really 

complete set, one might need 181 stamps, but it seems sufficient for most collectors to obtain one example 

of each flaw.  To aid such a collection, I have created a specialized album page, with a place for each of the 

seventeen catalogued varieties.   

 The flaws are listed below, and shown in the figures.  For three  of the international organizations, 

an array of 25 overprints was produced, and the flaws occurred at this stage.  Two copies of the array were 

made and formed into an array of 50; one copy was for the top half and one copy for the bottom half of each 

sheet of fifty stamps.  Therefore two examples of each type of flaw appear in a sheet of 50 stamps, with po-

sition numbers differing by exactly 25.  This situation applies for UNO, ILO, and OIR.  Since the same ar-

ray of overprints was used for each denomination, the flaws occur in identical positions.     The differences 

in premium cannot be attributed to scarcity differences, so must be due to popularity differences or the rel-

ative prominence of the flaws.  Of course, different numbers of each denomination were overprinted, mak-

ing flaws on some denominations scarcer on an absolute basis, even if not on a relative basis 

 For the BIE and OMS cases, the situation is more complicated.  I examined several full sheets in 

the Bern archives, and concluded there were two settings of the overprint clichés for the OMS stamps, but 

probably only one for the BIE stamps.  In both the BIE and OMS cases, the plate of 25 clichés was cut into 

vertical strips of 5. The two sets of strips of 5 were then located into an array of 50, but in a less regular 

pattern than for UNO, ILO, and OIR. Therefore, the positions of the two occurrences of a flaw do not typi-

cally differ by exactly 25.    

 A brief aside:  I highly recommend a visit to the Philatelic Archives in the Postal Museum in Bern.  

The curator was most helpful in providing material for my study, which allowed me to unravel some of the 

mysteries of these overprints. 

  
Here are the details of the individual flaws and the Zumstein Specialized Catalog premium for each: 

 

United Nations European Office (Zumstein DVII 1-11, Scott 7o1-11) 

DVII 2A.01 1st E of EUROPEEN without center bar  +75 SFr 

  (positions 3 and 28 in the sheet of 50) 

DVII 2A.02 O of NATIONS dented    +50 SFr 

  (positions 6 and 31 in the sheet of 50) 

DVII 2A.03 A of NATIONS with broken cross bar  +50 SFr 

  (positions 10 and 35 in the sheet of 50) 

DVII 2A.04 U of EUROPEEN broken at bottom   +40 SFr 

  (positions 11 and 36 in the sheet of 50) 

DVII 2A.05 2nd F of OFFICE without cross bar   +40 SFr 

  (positions 22 and 47 in the sheet of 50) 

DVII 2A.06 N of EUROPEEN broken at top left   +40 SFr 

  (positions 24 and 49 in the sheet of 50) 
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International Bureau of Education (Zumstein DV 29-39, Scott 4o29-39) 

DV 2A.01 Short left leg of 2nd N of INTERNATIONAL  +10-50 SFr 

  (positions 2 and 26 in the sheet of 50) 

DV 2A.02 Short 2nd I of INTERNATIONAL   +10-50 SFr 

  (positions 8 and 33 in the sheet of 50) 

DV 2A.03 Short right leg of 3rd N of INTERNATIONAL    +5 SFr 

  (position 6 in the sheet of 50)  

DV 2A.04 Dots between T and I of EDUCATION  +5 SFr 

  (positions 16 and 20 in the sheet of 50) 

 DV 2A.03 is a very small flaw, and very difficult to find.  I confirmed its existence in position 6 by 

examining full sheets in the philatelic archives in Bern, and discovered it to be not quite uniform in ap-

pearance from denomination to denomination.  It sometimes appears as a forking at the top of the leg of 

the N), and on other denominations appears more like  the top of the leg is cut off at a slant. See Figure 2a 

for a comparison of the two types, both clearly from position 6 as demonstrated by the selvage printing. It 

may be that the cliché, as it was used, wore down some.  Without knowing the order of printing of the vari-

ous denominations, however, it is hard to confirm this hypothesis. It is also curious that this flaw appears 

only in position 6.  Logically, it should also appear in position 10, since flaw 2A.04 is also part of that verti-

                   
            Fig. 1.  European Office of the United Nations 

 
Fig. 2.  International Bureau of Education (BIE) 
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cal strip of 5, and appears in positions 16 and 20.  The absence of flaw 2A.03 in position 10 suggests that 

this flaw was created during or after the duplication.  It is probably a result of the galvano duplication pro-

cess 

 

World Health Organization (Zumstein DVI 6-16, Scott 5o6-16) 

DVI 2A.01 N of SANTE rounded at lower right   +40 SFr 

  setting 1:  positions 19 and 43 of 50 

  setting 2:  positions 16 and 43 of 50 

DVI 2A.02 Branch from T of SANTE    +40 SFr 

  setting 1:  positions 46 and 47 of 50 

  setting 2:  positions 23 and 46 of 50 

DVI 2A.03 Serif on left leg of N of MONDIALE   +40 SFr 

  setting 1:  positions 7 and 8 of 50 

  setting 2:  positions 10 and 34 of 50 

 
International Bureau of Labor (Zumstein DIV 84-94, Scott 3o83-93) 

DIV 2A.01 Dent in A of Bureau and dot above 2nd  A of Travail   +50 SFr 

  (positions 1 and 26 in the sheet of 50) 

DIV 2A.02     Right vertical of 2nd N of INTERNATIONAL beveled at top  +25 SFr  

  (positions 12 and 37 in the sheet of 50) 

                     
                Fig. 3.  World Health Organization 

 
 

                           
 Figure 2a.  Alternate appearances of flaw DV 2A.03 
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International Organization for Refugees (Zumstein DVIII 1-5, Scott 6o1-5) 

DVIII 2A.01 Shortened leg of R in POUR      +40 SFr 

  (positions 13 and 38 in the sheet of 50) 

DVIII 2A.02 Long I in REFUGIES       +40 SFr  

(positions 21 and 46 in the sheet of 50) 

 

During my search for examples of the catalogued 

flaws listed above, I  discovered a few other, unlisted 

ones.  For instance, there is a break in the lower leg of 

E in OFFICE in positions 14 and 39 of the UN Euro-

pean Office series, and a break in the middle leg of 

the E in OFFICE in position 45. I have also found a 

20 Rp stamp with a rather dramatic slash through the 

I and O of EDUCATION, but I have not seen another 

example of it, so it may not be a constant flaw.  See 

Fig. 6.  If anyone else in the AHPS has seen another 

example, please let me know 

 

 I am  willing to supply a jpeg file with the album 

page image mentioned above for free, for those who print 

their own album pages.  (The illustrations of the flaws 

here are copied from that page.)  Alternatively, I can pro-

duce pages on Scott Specialty Border A stock, or Light-

house stock or DAVO stock.  (The cost of shipping a page 

to arrive in good condition, however, is a bit high, so if you 

have the capability to print on your own blank stock, I 

recommend that.)  

 Any questions or comments can be sent to me at ValbyG@comcast.net 

 

What Else is Going On?  
 (Continued from page 2)   Hans Zinken, 

with four co-authors, including Roger Heath, pub-

lished studies and work on Swiss razor cancels.  

The project would not have been completed if not 

for the editorial and publishing efforts of Hans 

Zinken .  He is invited to receive the award at 

GABRA VI, Burgdorf.  Roger considers it an honor 

to participate in this production as editor of the 

English language translations in the book as well 

as contributing many examples from his collection 

for illustration purposes. 

 American members of the Consilium in-

clude Richard Hall, Harlan Stone, and Charles 

LaBlonde;  

 More information can be found at the web-

site  www.cphh.ch 

 (Continued on page 13) 

I also have quite an accumulation of 

stamps with most of the flaws, for many 

different denominations, both used and 

mint hinged (and a few MNH)  –  but 

not all!  You can contact me at 

ValbyG@comcast.net to let me know 

your needs.  Generally I consider 20% of 

catalog value to be a fair price. 

 

 

 
   Fig. 4.  International Bureau of Labor               Fig. 5.  International Oragization for Refugees 

 
Figure 6.  Unlisted flaw on 20 Rp BIE overprint 

http://www.cphh.ch/
mailto:ValbyG@comcast.net
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Post Office Postal Stationery Wrappers 

 of Switzerland: An Analysis of Supply and 

Demand and Postal History Aspects: Part 3  
(continued from page 1)  in a postal stationery ex-

hibit.  Notwithstanding, these wrappers add inter-

est to a write-up and non-competitive display.  The 

Kosniowski catalogue has given substantial 

treatment to this category of overprinted wrappers 

with illustrations and detail for over 100 wrappers 

of Switzerland detailed over almost 50 pages.  The 

examples that are shown in Fig. 7 -- see page 1 for 

Fig. 7-1 --are indicative of what can be found. 

 

Demand for Wrappers 

 A second major database I developed is ac-

tual sales transactions of used post office wrappers 

sold on the eBay auction site.  Daily hand-collected 

records since March 2006 shows that there have 

been 689 sales of Switzerland wrappers from a to-

tal database of almost 19,500 sales.  Details of 

each sale are fully transparent so that the sale 

price, the number of bids, the number of different 

bidders, the seller and the seller’s geographic loca-

tion can all be collected.  All but the number of 

bids are recorded.  These details are subsequently 

re-arranged into Excel format in alphabetical or-

der by country and then by H&G catalogue “E” 

number.  It is a matter of a moment to cut and paste the sales for a particular country into its own desig-

nated Excel file and then sort the entries into “E” order.  For each catalogue number, there is a list of sales 

and number of bidders which are analyzed further. 

 A listing by post office type is shown in Table 4.  This Table is daunting because at first blush it is a 

sea of numbers.  The column summaries, however, detail the number of sales, the overall average realized 

transaction price and the average number of bidders per transaction.  The number of sales is self-evident, 

summing across all post office types to 689.  While there are only two sales of E1 and one sale of E2, there 

are 93 sales of E10 and 65 of E16.  There is some relationship between the number of sales for a post office 

issue and the number of that type listed for sale.  It should be remembered that during any 24-hour period 

(the auction follows a 24-hour clock) normally only a small fraction listed actually sell.  A rule-of-thumb 

guide would be about 10-15% although of course it depends on what is listed.  Some wrappers are “com-

mon” and appear frequently on the market while others appear very occasionally.  Market watchers (espe-

cially country collectors) pounce on anything elusive or unusual and that can involve several active bidders. 

 The overall average realized transaction price is the sum of the realized sales figures divided by the 

number of sales.  There are those who can interpret averages as price guides but averages must be treated 

cautiously.  Small sample numbers can distort the calculation as can extreme realizations (called outliers).  

It is because averages reveal only a part of the historical story that the detail has been shown in the “sea of 

numbers” being the actual sales transactions for that post office issue arranged from smallest sale to larg-

est.   The number of bidders involved in that transaction is shown in parenthesis.  For example, E10 shows 

an array of the 93 transactions of that type from smallest sale of 0.50 with one bidder to largest $53 with 

four bidders.  By examining the content of the listings, it is possible for those willing to do so to extract oth-

er statistics such as the mode, median and standard deviation.  In other words, Table 4 reports what has 

happened in the last decade or so and is a factual historical record. 

 
Fig. 7-2.  Private printing and Illustrated Merchandise 
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 The question can be asked as to why there is so much disparity in the realized prices for the same 

post office type.  There are a number of reasons.  The quality of the items listed varies considerably.  It 

must be remembered that wrappers were the paper sleeve used around the enclosure and the sleeve was 

normally ripped off and discarded, the recipient being interested in the contents not the wrapper.  Wrap-

pers were never a popular postal stationery item for collectors.  Were it not for the culling of business ar-

chives and deceased estates and the retrieval of identified postal stationery wrappers, a great many copies 

would not have survived.  Those wrappers that have been listed for sale vary from torn and creased to pris-

tine, with degrees of quality in between.  Some wrappers show the addition of private printing, and these 

normally command a premium for their aesthetic and thematic appeal.  Many wrappers are purchased for 

their postmark appeal of dates and places.  Some wrappers attract postal history attention for their auxil-

iary markings, especially postage due and censor markings.  Some wrappers are sought as examples of rate 

usage with the stamps used to pay the registration fee or higher weight levels.  Some wrappers are sought 

for their exotic destinations or routing write-up potential.  In other words, those attracted to bidding on 

wrappers on eBay will comprise a set of heterogeneous collectors of postal stationary, postal history and 

country-specific interest.    

 The average number of bidders in the last column needs to be explained.  The number of bids and 

the number of bidders are not the same thing.  The number of bidders refers to the number of different in-

dividuals actively involved in the bidding process during the listing period of the wrapper, which could be a 

week, more or less.  Bidding behaviour can vary greatly with two bidders bidding back and forth during the 

listing period, or one bidder increasing bid increments in small amounts to test the upper level of the win-

ning bidder.  In other words, the number of bids is no guide as to the real market interest (or lack thereon) 

underlying the transaction.  The average number of bidders is the total number of bidders involved in all 

transactions of that post office type divided by the number of sales.  However, even here the average needs 

to be treated with caution because the calculation can be tricked.  For example, an elusive item listed for 

sale at $350 attracted only one bidder, most probably because the high listing price was a deterrent to oth-

ers.  Had the item been listed at $50 then more bidders would have participated even if it subsequently 

sold for $350.  A profile of bidder participation might therefore be a more reliable guide for some collectors. 

 The overall weighted average bidder score was 1.77 calculated across the 689 transactions.  There 

were four transactions with seven bidders, five transactions with six bidders, 18 transactions with five bid-

ders, 35 transactions with four bidders, 70 transactions with three bidders, 171 transactions with two bid-

ders and 396 sole bidder transactions.  Single bidder transactions accounted for 56.6% of the total thereby 

resulting in a low overall bidder score. 

 It is a matter of some conjecture as to what bidder score can be used to identify strength of bidder 

interest.  In a number of country-specific studies the metric of 2.5 has been used to identify the tipping 

point between high involvement and lower involvement.  There is nothing sacrosanct about the score of 2.5; 

it just seems to work as an aid to interpreting the intensity of bidder involvement.  Stated simply, normally 

the more bidders that are involved in the auction process the higher the bidder interest and computed 

score.  Only three post office types showed a score above 2.5: E1 (4.00), E36 (3.00) and E38 (3.84).  By con-

trast, 47 H&G “E: types showed average bidder scores below 2.5 with 32 types below an overall average 

score of 2.00.  An interpretation of these figures is that collector interest in post office postal stationery 

wrappers from the eBay auction site is muted. 

Table 4: Sales of Switzerland PO Wrappers on eBay 13+ Years to December 2016 

H&

G 

Sales Details (Ranked Low to High in USD) 

& Number of Bidders per Sale  

# of 

Sales 

Mean 

Sale 

Price 

Mean # 

of 

Bidders 
1 123.50 (3), 260.50 (5) 2 192.00 4.00 

2 5.15 (2) 1 5.15 2.00 

3 No sales recorded 0   

4 No sales recorded 0   

5 0.75 (1), 0.99 (1)1.44 (1), 1.76 (2), 4.26 (2), 5.00 (1), 5.53 (3), 21.50 

(5), 21.59 (3)  

9 7.16 2.11 

6 3.00 (1) 1 3.00 1.00 

7 0.99 (1), 1.95 (1) 2 1.47 1.00 



10  TELL   September 2017 

8 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 3.53 (2), 4.83 (3), 5.60 (3), 21.50 (2), 

25.00 (4)  

8   

9 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.25 

(2), 1.50 (2), 1.52 (1), 1.99 (1), 2.25 (2), 2.75 (4), 3.34 (3), 3.85 (2), 

3.99 (1), 3.99 (1), 4.21 (1), 5.00 (1), 6.99 (1), 7.30 (2), 7.99 (1), 9.00 

(1), 11.20 (5), 16.86 (3) 

25 4.08 1.68 

10 0.50 (1), 0.86 (2), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 

(1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 

1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 

(1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.22 (2), 1.25 (2), 

1.25 (2), 1.25 (2), 1.25 (2), 1.25 (2), 1.25 (3), 1.28 (1), 1.31 (2), 1.31 

(2), 1.50 (2), 1.50 (2), 1.50 (3), 1.53 (3), 1.55 (3), 1.69 (1), 1.70 (2), 

1.75 (1), 1.95 (1), 2.00 (1), 2.25 (2), 2.25 (3), 2.34 (2), 2.37 (3), 2.47 

(3), 2.51 (2), 2.75 (3), 2.81 (2), 2.83 (1), 2.99 (1), 2.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 

3.00 (1), 3.58 (3), 3.84 (2), 3.99 (1), 4.00 (7), 4.00 (1), 4.99 (1), 5.00 

(1), 5.10 (3), 5.50 (3), 5.55 (2), 5.59 (2), 5.99 (1), 6.05 (2), 6.50 (1), 

6.99 (1), 7.50 (4), 7.51 (2), 8.00 (1), 8.00 (1), 9.00 (1), 9.00 (1), 9.50 

(4), 12.00 (1), 12.86 (5), 13.59 (2), 16.01 (2), 21.50 (4), 22.00 (1), 

26.00 (2), 39.85 (4), 46.99 (2), 53.00 (4) 

93 5.23 1.77 

11 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.22 (2), 1.25 (2), 2.50 (1), 2.54 (1), 3.25 

(5), 5.00 (1), 11.00 (1), 14.99 (1), 77.78 (4) 

12 10.21 1.67 

12 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.28 

(1), 1.42 (1), 1.43 (1), 2.00 (1), 2.00 (2), 2.25 (3), 2.50 (1), 2.90 (1), 

3.00 (1), 3.75 (2), 4.00 (2), 4.12 (4), 4.69 (2), 5.99 (1), 6.50 (1), 8.00 

(1), 10.07 (2), 10.50 (2), 22.06 (3), 22.50 (6) 

27 4.88 1.69 

13 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.25 (2), 1.75 (2), 2.05 (3), 2.25 (3), 2.99 (1), 3.00 

(1), 6.53 (2), 6.53 (2), 25.00 (1) 

11 5.23 1.80 

14 0.65 (2), 0.65 (2), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 

(1), 1.00 (1), 1.04 (2), 1.25 (2), 1.29 (1), 1.29 (2), 1.42 (1), 1.50 (1), 

1.99 (1), 2.00 (1), 2.81 (2), 4.99 91), 5.60 (1), 7.50 (1), 8.00 (1), 

12.00 (1), 29.99 (1)  

24 3.78 1.25 

15 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.01 

(4), 1.52 (1), 1.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.25 (3), 4.00 91), 4.00 (1), 4.99 (1), 

5.00 (1), 7.27 (2), 7.99 (1), 17.50 (4), 24.00 (1) 

20 5.03 1.5 

16 0.50 (1), 0.50 (1), 0.50 (1), 0.50 (1), 0.56 (2), 0.85 (2), 0.92 (1), 0.99 

(1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 

0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (2), 1.00 (1), 1.00 

(1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (4), 

1.27 92), 1.35 (2), 1.54 (2), 1.58 (2), 1.58 (1), 1.60 (2), 1.63 (3), 1.64 

(2), 1.80 (3), 1.99 (1), 1.99 (1), 2.00 (1), 2.25 (2), 2.26 (3), 2.58 (1), 

2.78 (2), 3.00 (1), 3.00 91), 3.25 (2), 3.75 (3), 4.21 (1), 4.50 (1), 4.50 

(2), 4.95 (1), 5.00 (1), 5.00 (3), 6.06 (3), 6.50 (2), 8.00 (1), 9.99 (1), 

9.99 (1), 12.28 (2), 41.76 (3), 49.00 (1), 65.00 (5) 

65 4.84 1.57 

16a 0.01 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 2.50 (2), 2.54 (1), 19.00 (1) 6 5.20 1.20 

17 3.50 (1) 1 3.50 1.00 

18 3.24 (2), 9.50 (1), 11.59 (2) 3 8.11 1.67 

19 0.95 (1), 1.25 (2), 1.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.16 (2), 4.60 (1), 5.00 

(1), 5.00 (1), 5.00 (1), 6.38 (2), 12.62 (4), 20.50 (3), 41.00 (4) 

14 8.10 1.78 

20 0.49 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.13 (1), 8.09 (3), 9.99 (1), 

53.00 (2) 

8 13.03 1.5 

21 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 9.05 (3), 19.69 (2) 4 7.93 1.75 

22 0.99 (1), 1.56 (2), 1.75 (3), 1.95 (1), 2.28 (3), 2.38 (1), 2.45 (2), 2.99 

(1), 3.25 (2), 3.90 (1), 5.00 (1), 9.99 (1) 

12 3.21 1.58 

23 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.25 (1), 1.56 (2), 1.99 (1), 2.05 

(4), 2.50 (1), 2.99 (1), 4.00 (1), 4.29 (2), 5.44 (5), 8.01 (3), 9.99 (1), 

46.00 (6), 60.00 (5), 290 (4) 

18 24.67 2.25 

24 0.49 (1), 0.50 (1), 0.95 (2), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.04 (2), 1.25 

(2), 1.25 (2), 1.50 (2), 1.99 (1), 2.25 (2), 2.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.00 (1), 

24 4.94 1.79 
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3.00 (1), 3.24 (3), 4.69 (1), 5.14 (3), 5.60 (2), 9.50 (1), 13.28 (7), 

15.50 (2), 35.59 (2) 

25 0.50 (1), 0.55 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 

(1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.25 (2), 1.28 (1), 1.50 (2), 

1.55 (1), 1.80 (2), 1.99 (1), 1.99 (1), 2.25 (2), 3.00 (1), 3.00 (1), 4.95 

(1), 4.99 (1), 4.99 (1), 5.12 (2), 6.00 (1), 6.50 (1), 7.16 (2), 8.00 (2), 

8.49 (5), 8.50 (3), 9.00 (1), 9.50 (1), 9.99 (1), 12.10 (4), 12.80 (1), 

14.59 (2), 14.59 (2), 19.00 (1), 24.99 (1), 37.20 (6), 42.00 (3), 67.71 

(4) 

43 8.38 1.66 

26 0.50 (1), 0.95 (1), 0.95 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.25 

(2), 1.25 (2), 2.05 (1), 2.75 (2), 3.80 (2), 4.27 (2), 4.39 (1), 4.99 (1), 

5.01 (2), 7.00 (2), 8.00 (2), 9.99 (1), 16.58 (5), 26.00 (5), 27.66 (3) 

22 5.97 1.82 

27 0.99 (1), 4.45 (2), 5.26 (2), 6.50 (3), 27.00 (3) 5 8.84 2.20 

28 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.25 (2), 1.25 (2), 1.25 

(2), 1.54 (2), 1.55 (2), 2.00 (1), 3.24 (2), 3.70 (5), 4.09 (2), 5.00 (1), 

5.59 (4), 6.00 (1), 1.59 (5), 19.28 (4), 19.99 (1), 25.00 (1), 29.99 (1), 

32.70 (1), 33.50 (3), 38.77 (5) 

25 10.09 2.08 

29 0.50 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.35 (2), 1.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 4.00 (1), 15.00 (1) 7 3.83 1.14 

30 0.64 (1). 0.71 (2), 0.92 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.26 

(2), 1.58 (3), 2.25 (3), 3.24 (2), 3.25 (2), 8.90 (1), 11.5 (4), 21.5 (2) 

15 3.98 1.80 

31 No sales recorded    

32 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.04 (2), 1.25 (2), 1.47 (1), 2.94 (4), 3.25 (2), 3.40 

(2), 3.94 (2), 4.5 (1), 5.23 (2), 5.70 (3), 7.99 (1), 12.01 (2) 

14 3.91 1.86 

33 1.00 (1), 1.35 (3), 1.90 (1), 1.99 (1), 2.25 (3), 3.30 (2), 3.99 (1), 5.00 

(1), 5.5 (2), 6.46 (3), 8.00 (4) 

11 3.70 2.00 

34 0.60 92), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.99 (1), 2.76 (2), 9.95 (1), 15.00 (1), 26 

00 (4), 27.00 (7) 

9 9.47 2.22 

35 0.99 (1), 1.50 (3), 1.99 (1) 3 1.49 1.67 

36 4.99 (1), 6.30 (5) 2 5.65 3.00 

37 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.04 92), 1.43 (1), 1.75 (3), 2.00 (1), 2.00 (1), 2.00 

(1), 2.25 (2), 2.76 (2), 2.87 (4), 3.24 (2), 5.5 )2), 12.00 (1), 12.00 (2), 

12.99 (1), 24.55 (4), 24.99 (1), 74.75 (7) 

19 10.00 2.05 

38 0.99 (1), 1.33 (1), 1.54 (1), 1.66 (1), 2.5 (1), 2.92 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.25 

(2), 3.25 (4), 5.59 (1), 8.00 (1), 9.99 (1), 11.50 (2) 

13 4.27 3.84 

39 4.25 (2) 1 4.25 2.00 

40 2.26 (2), 3.03 (3), 4.24 92), 43.00 (2) 4 13.13 2.25 

41 0.50 91), 1.99 (1), 3.52 (1), 4.99 (1), 6.95 (1), 9.50 (1), 11.49 (2), 

43.00 (6) 

8 10.24 1.75 

42 1.00 (1), 1.75 (2), 3.25 (3), 3.99 (1), 4.69 (5), 9.99 (1) 6 4.11 2.16 

43 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 5.00 (1), 5.99 (1), 6.07 (2), 7.90 (1), 28.00 (4) 7 7.85 1.57 

44 0.99 (1), 5.00 (1) 2 3.00 1.00 

45 1.28 (1), 1.93 (4), 2.50 (1), 2.50 (1), 2.50 (1), 2.50 (1), 2.50 (1), 

41.00 (4) 

8 7.09 1.75 

46 0.79 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 (1), 1.00 (2), 1.04 

(2), 1.25 (2), 1.26 (2), 1.54 (1), 1.66 (1), 2.00 (3), 2.25 (3), 2.34 (2), 

2.50 (1), 2.50 (1), 2.50 (1), 2.54 (1), 2.75 (4), 2.76 (4), 2.91 (2), 2.99 

(1), 3.00 (1), 3.24 (2), 3.25 (2), 3.26 (2), 3.75 (3), 3.90 (1), 3.95 (1), 

4.85 (3), 5.00 (1), 5.55 (3), 6.50 (3), 7.10 (3), 8.00 (1), 9.50 (3), 9.99 

(1), 9.99 (1), 30.00 (2), 43.36 (2) 

41 5.01 1.80 

47 0.59 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 0.99 (1), 1.00 91), 1.04 (3), 1.25 

(2), 1.36 (1), 1.50 91), 1.99 (1), 2.14 (2), 2.25 (4), 2.25 (2), 2.45 93), 

2.45 (2), 2.99 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.00 (1), 3.08 (1), 3.24 (2), 3.24 (3), 4.99 

(1), 4.99 (1), 5.50 (3), 5.51 (2), 7.50 (1), 9.00 (1), 11.57 (3), 12.56 

(3), 26.00 (3) 

31 4.20 1.77 

48 1.00 (1), 1.29 (1) 2 1.15 1.00 

49 4.99 (1) 1 4.99 1.00 

 Totals 689 7.25 1.77 
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Limitations of the Study 

 The Internet auction site eBay is only one source of philatelic material.  Although it is a large and 

growing market – a recent search of “stamps” produced 4.7 million hits – it is not the only market for phila-

telic items.  There are other key Internet sites for wrappers such as Delcampe, Stampstoreorg, and Jim 

Forte, plus many traditional philatelic auction houses, and dealers selling to known customers and at 

stamp bourses.  The market share of these several sources for philatelic items and especially wrappers is 

unknown.  The eBay site was the basis of the data used in this analysis and is a proxy of what is available 

on the international market. 

 The US eBay site was used in the main for data-gathering.  A very few items came from other 

sources: eBay UK and eBay Germany, Delcampe, and other collectors who sent scans of their personal 

holdings to be included in the database.  The other eBay sites were not monitored daily.  It is possible that 

the wrappers of Switzerland were listed on eBay sites other than the US site and therefore missed inclu-

sion.  There were some wrappers listed that were coupled with other items such as postcards or overlapped 

with other philatelic items.  Unless the image could be cropped out of these aggregated scans they were not 

included in the database.  While the database of images is comprehensive, it is not exhaustive.  

 The metrics used to describe the demand for post office postal stationery wrappers may be weak.  

Averages are but one measure of central tendency and do not explain the full story of buyer behaviour.  

Other statistics that take account of variation in realized prices such as the coefficient of variation and 

skewness might facilitate a more robust interpretation of the past history of price behaviour.   These statis-

tics can be calculated by those interested from the data reported. 

 Notwithstanding these limitations, the sample size is the largest known in absolute terms with da-

ta that has been hand-collected daily for between 10-13 years.  On a regular basis, duplicated images are 

removed and the final sample used in the analysis is of different used copies.  

 

Conclusion 

 The extant number of wrappers of Switzerland place it fourth overall in the top ten countries be-

hind Great Britain, Argentina and the USA and before Austria, Russia, Brazil, Denmark, Victoria and 

Cape of Good Hope.  These ten countries account for 62% of all extant wrappers.  The sample of 2,639 

wrappers analyzed were extracted from the database which is almost 50,000 worldwide used wrapper im-

ages hand-collected daily from eBay listings since September 2003.  The sample is the largest known and 

covers a period of 13+ years and as such is credible as the basis for analysis and interpretation. 

 Of the 50 post office types listed in the Higgins and Gage catalogue, the wrappers of 43 types were 

listed on eBay.  Inspection of the frequencies of appearance of each type identifies those which are “com-

mon”, those which are elusive and those which are yet to be discovered.  Unlike a number of other coun-

tries, the latter issues of Switzerland are more readily available, only the last issue of the Edelweiss flower 

with missing dash in the header being difficult to find.  Early issues are elusive.  The Kosniowski catalogue 

details more varieties of E1 and E2 than shown by H&G.   A patient collector could obtain a copy of most of 

the post office types. 

 An analysis of the wrappers themselves revealed that 46% were addressed to locations outside 

Switzerland with the major area being Germany.  There were another 62 destination countries and postal 

entities with non-Switzerland destinations including some exotic locations such as Abyssinia, Ivory Coast 

and Togo.  About two-thirds of non-Switzerland destinations appeared on wrappers less than ten times in 

13 years.  Collecting the several destinations would be a challenge for the postal historian. 

 The analysis also revealed cases of diverse postmarks, postage due, censor inspection, registration 

usage, dual unseparated wrappers, the addition of Cinderellas and Refusé labels, high upratings, addition 

of merchant mark handstamps, airmail usage and in particular the addition of private printing.  Conspicu-

ously lacking were named ships (understandable) and Via directional markings.  Overall there is a rich as-

sortment of usages and markings for the postal historian.  Wrappers bearing the additional printing of 

sender together with illustrations are highly sought after and while only two examples were illustrated, 

the reader is recommended to examine the forthcoming Kosniowski catalogue which details more than 100 

examples over 50 pages. 
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 An analysis of 689 sales data collected over the past decade revealed Switzerland does not appear to 

have had a strong collector base for post office postal stationery wrappers.  Bidder interest is low and Swit-

zerland is positioned as number 66 in a list of 79 country-specific studies based on this measure of overall 

average bidder score (Courtis 2017).  The profile of bidders per transaction shows that 56.6% were one-

bidder transactions.  Also of interest is the amount paid for these wrappers.  There were only 53 sales 

(about 7½%) that realized more than $20.  Expressed alternatively, 92.5% of transactions sold for less than 

$20.  Collectors could have obtained copies for relatively modest sums.  Some critics of eBay claim that 

high-end material is offered elsewhere.  The evidence from actual eBay sales is that there were seven sales 

between $50-100 and another three over $100.  Unfortunately, the data-gathering process does not match 

listing and realization per item so these high-realization sales cannot be traced and illustrated.  There are 

not many worldwide sales that exceed $100; there have been 64 in the past 30 months, but none from Swit-

zerland. 
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What Else is Going On? 

 (Continued from page 7)   

Museum of Philatelic History in 

London 

 The Royal Philatelic Society London has 

announced that its Museum and Archives are now 

designated the Museum of Philatelic History.  The 

Museum will continue to be located at the Society's 

London premises.  The Society wants to bring the 

Museum to the attention of a wider public and to 

encourage more visitors and researchers to take 

advantage of its extensive collections of artefacts 

and records.  It also wants to encourage collectors 

and societies to see the Museum as a natural re-

pository for relevant material in need of a perma-

nent home.  Philatelists may contact Juliet Turk, 

curator, at museumarchives@rpsl.org.uk or 020 

7486 1044, who will be delighted to welcome visi-

tors by appointment.  Full details regarding the 

Society as well as finding the RPSL can be found 

on their website: http://www.rpsl.org.uk/home.asp.  

 Among the Swiss-related items in the mu-

seum: 

 Switzerland exhibition material 1893-1914 in-

cluding Zurich 1893 

 Switzerland exhibition memorabilia including 

certificates of awards, 1948-1985 

 Papers and correspondence relating to 

Philatelisten-Club St Gallen, 1888 

 Bound exhibit of Philatelic Studies associated 

with European territories: Switzerland – 

Transit Marks of Switzerland by J. Rawnsley, 

1992 

 

Dick Hall's Articles in Linn's 

 In June (I don't know the exact date), 

Linn's Stamp News published Dick Hall's third 

article: "Fascinating history resides within borders 

on Switzerland’s Arms stamps."  

 And in the August 21 issue is his fourth 

article, "Rich traditions of Swiss folk festivals high-

lighted on stamps".  Of course our members are not 

surprised that these articles are well-written, au-

thoritative, and interesting,  We are delighted to 

see Swiss philately introduced to a wider audience 

in such an attractive way! 

 

A fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society of London, Dr. Courtis is a 

retired professor, Department of Accountancy, at the City Univer-

sity of Hong Kong; he now lives in Australia.  He has studied post-

al stationery wrappers worldwide, has systematically developed 

two large and unique databases of images of wrappers and Inter-

net sales transactions, and has published over 200 articles on the 

subject..  He can be reached at acapjajc@friends.cityu.edu.hk 

 

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=museumarchives@rpsl.org.uk
http://www.rpsl.org.uk/home.asp
mailto:acapjajc@friends.cityu.edu.hk
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AHPS Auction 168 
Closing date is October 15, 2017 

Lots 1 – 35 were donated by several of our very generous members.  All of the proceeds will go to our Socie-

ty. 

Everything has been priced to sell and I anticipate a large bidding turnout. 

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (S ) as appropriate.  

Values are from the 2016 Zumstein.   Airmail covers are listed and valued per the 2000 Schweizerisches 

Luftpost-Handbuch where appropriate.  Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 

1.00.    

 Most lots are scanned on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots are illus-

trated here on page 17 to whet your appetite. 

 Please send bids to auction manager Gerry Diamond by one of the following means;    

 Email:  gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

 Mail: 60 Silver Birch Lane, Pearl River, N.Y. 10965-1233.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be 

quickly acknowledged.   

When emailing your bids, don’t forget to include your address.  

Sellers:  Contact me in advance so that we can discuss any material that you wish to submit. 

Regards………..Gerry  
 

Lot 

# 

Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

Donated items.  100% of the proceeds will go to the A.H.P.S. 

1  Z 22D, S 25.  5 Rp Brown Strubel.  Two copies used on small piece tied with 

Bern 18 Jul 58 central cancel.  3 and 4 margin copies.   

100.00 20.00 

2 Z 22D, S 25.  5 Rp. Strubel used on small piece.  3 1/2 margins, just in at UL.  

Central Uster 15 Mar 59 cancel ties stamp to piece. 

50.00 8.00 

3 Z 22D, S 25.  5 Rp Brown Strubel,  Used with four frame lines.   

Central “thimble” Kilchberg 1 Feb 59 cancel. 

50.00 10.00 

4 Z 23C, S 27.  10 Rp. Blue Strubel.  Used with four frame lines, touching at left.  

Central “thimble” Eb St Mullheim cancel  

65.00 10.00 

5 Z 23E, S 32A.  10 Rp. Blue Strubel.   

Used, four margins with Chiasso 1858 boxed cancel. 

600.00 90.00 

6 Z 23G, S 37.  10 Rp. Blue Strubel, four frame lines, touching at LR on small 

piece.  MALTERS straight line cancel 

30.00 10.00 

7 Z 24 Bc, S 22.  15 Rp. Rose Strubel.  Upper left margin copy with four frame 

lines.  Central 7 line grille cancel. 

140.00 25.00 

8 Z 24Da, S 28.15 Rp. Rose Strubel.  Used, four frame lines with perfect central 

Liestal 18 Sep 60 central cancel. 

90.00 20.00 

9 24Fa, S 33.  15 Rp. Rose Strubel.  Used, four frame lines with Wye 20 Jun 57 

round cancel.  Another luxus item.  

450.00 65.00 

10 Z 25Gd, S 39.  20 Rp. Orange Strubel.  Used, two margins with central 4 Jun 

SCHIFFSBUREAU cancel.  This is an extremely rare cancellation. 

             

95.00 

25.00 

11 25G & 26G, S 39 & 40.  20 Rp. & 40 Rp. Strubels, used on small piece.  40 Rp 

has four frame lines, 20 Rp. Has two framelines.   

Each has central St. Gallen 29 Oct 62 cancel. 

215.00 25.00 

12 Z 26A, S 19.  40 Rp. Yellow Green Strubel.   

Four frame lines with Blue grille cancel 

400.00 70.00 

13 Z 26C, S 29.  40 Rp Green Strubel.  Used,  

Four frame lines with double “thimble” Les Bois 18 Mar 58 split cancels.  

140.00 25.00 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/


September 2017   15   TELL  

14 Z 22G. 23G (2X),  24G, & 25G,  S 36, 37 (2X), 38, & 39.  5 Rp. – 20 Rp. Strubels, 

used.  All are on small piece with clear identifiable city and date cancels.   

All have three or more margins. 

260.00 50.00 

15 Z 23G – 26G, S 37 – 40.  10 Rp. Blue, 15 Rp. Dark Rose , 20 Rp. Orange and 40 

Rp. Green. Strubels.  All are four margin copies with clear central identifiable 

cancels.  Luxus. 

320.00 45.00 

16 Same as above.  # 2.  Again, all have four margins and clear central cancels. 320.00 45.00 

17 Same as above.  # 3.  Again, all have four margins and clear central cancels 320.00 45.00 

18 Same as above.  #4.  Another run of the four Strubels with four margins and 

clear central cancels 

320.00 45.00 

19 Same as above.  #5.  3 and 4 margin copies.   

Each has clear and identifiable city & date canc 

320.00 35.00 

20 Z 23G (2X), 25G, & 26G (3X), S 37 (2X), 39, & 40 (3X)  #6.  Balance of Strubels.  

3 and 4 margin copies.  All have identifiable city & date cancels 

605.00 50.00 

21 Z Z1 or Z3.  Block of 4 of 15c Violet and 10c Red Bust of Tell.   

Used, VF with light cancel  

280.00 45.00 

22 Z Z16z or K26z.  5c & 10c Green/Violet Horizontal strip of 3 on grilled paper.   

Vf  with circular  and wavy line cancels 

120.00 20.00 

23 Z Z16z or Z17z.  5c Orange Green & 10c Violet.  Used, VF block of 4 on grilled 

paper making either combination.  Central Yverdon central cancel.  

160.00 30.00 

24 Same as above but for weak perfs on top two 5c Tell Boys.  Z 16z is VF. 120.00 20.00 

25 Z Z17z.  5c & 10c Green & Violet used on grilled paper.   

VF vertical copy with wavy cancel 

160.00 30.00 

26 Z K26z or Z Z16z.. Strip of 3on grilled paper making both combinations.   

Used, VF with wavy line cancellation. 

140.00 25.00 

27 Z S42z.  10c & 5c interspace perforated pair, used on grilled paper.   

VF, each stamp tied with  circular cancels at top. 

1500.00 225.00 

28 Z 113z, S 139a.  50c Green Seated Helvetia on grilled paper.  Mint, VF, NH 24.00 4.00 

29 Z 140z, S 140a.  60c Brown Orange Seated Helvetia on grilled paper.   

Mint, VF, NH 

40.00 7.00 

30 Z 115z and 141z, S 143a-144a.  80c  and l fr. Seated Helvetia on grilled paper. 

Mint, VF, Hinged. 

48.00 6.00 

31 Z 116, S 145.  3 fr. Yellow Green Seated Helvetia.  Mint, VF, NH.   

Everybody needs this one.  A perfect copy. 

1000.00 150.00 

32 Z WI 200-202, 200L- 204L.  1963 Pro Juv used blocks of 4.   

Both papers, used VF with central cancels.   

84.00 5.00 

33 Z WI 201L-205L, 208-209, 212-213,  S B330-33, 340-43, 352-53.  1963-65 Pro 

Juv, used, VF.  All stamps with bottom and/or side name tabs.  4-8 of each.  

 5.00 

34 13 cards and  letters sent to F. Ganz bearing a variety of registration  

and airmail labels. 

 5.00 

35 Nice selection of 22 mint and used 3 language airmail labels.  5.00 

This ends the donation auction items.  The regular auction follows below. 

36 Z 16II, S 8.  10 Rp. Rayon II.  Used, VF with very light cancel.  ELO T37.   

Three large frame lines, touching at left. 

150.00 30.00 

37 Z 18, S 12.  15 Rp. Rayon III.  Used, VF with four margins.   

Just touching at bottom.  Central grill cancel. 

800.00 175.00 

38 Z 19, S 13.  15 Ct. Rayon III.  Used, VF with central grill cancel.   

Four frame lines, a little close at UR.  HB initials on back 

1300.00 300.00 

39 Z 29, S 12.  15 Rp. Rayon III.  Used, VF Four margin copy with light grill cancel. 160.00 45.00 

40 Z 29, S 42.  3c Black Helvetia.  Used VF with corner cancel 150.00 30.00 

41 Z 34, S 48.  40c Green Helvetia on white paper.  Used, VF with nice corner can-

cel.  Signed Rellstab. 

80.00 25.00 

42 Z 35, S 48.  60c Bronze Helvetia.  Used, F-VF with round corner cancel 225.00 45.00 

43 Z 43, S 59.  50c Lilac Helvetia on white paper.   

Used VF with (Ba)sel 19 III 78 cancel.  Signed Rellstab 

70.00 22.00 
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44 Z 66B, S 89.  20c Orange perf 9 1/2 Standing Helvetia.   

Used, F-VF centering with Neuchatel full date cancel. All perfs intact. 

150.00 35.00 

45 Z 66E, S 82b.  20c Orange Standing Helvetia perf. 11 1/2 x 12.  Mint, hinged. 40.00 6.00 

46 Z 70A, S 86.  50c Blue Standing Helvetia perf. 11 1/2.   

Mint, hinged, bright color. 

200.00 15.00 

 47 Z 70B, S 92.  50c Blue Standing Helvetia perf 9 1/2.   

Used, VF with light central cancel.  All perfs intact. 

475.00 95.00 

48 71B, S93.  1 Fr. Lilac Standing Helvetia.  Used, VF, Fully perfed copy.   

Lightly canc. 

125.00 30.00 

49 Z 72D, S88a.  3 Fr. Yellow Brown Standing Helvetia.   

Used, VF with central city & date cancel. 

40.00 8.00 

50 Z 89B, S108a.  40c Gray Standing Helvetia 11 1/2 x 11.  Mint, VF centering.  

Slightest trace of hinge mark 

44.00 8.00 

51 Z 97a, S 122.  40c Gray Standing Helvetia 11 1/2 x 12.   

Used, Fine with central city and full date cancel. 

75.00 10.00 

52 Z 99a, S 110.  1 Fr. Carmine 11 1/2 x 12,  Mint, VF, Hinged. 40.00 7.00 

53 Z 100b, S 125.  3 Fr. Brown Standing Helvetia 11 1/2 x 11.   

Used, VF, with city and date cancel. 

100.00 10.00 

54 Z 163-66, 163z & 166z, S 200-03, 200a & 203a.  1924 Wappenschild 90c-2 Fr.  

90c is VLH, Rest NH.  1933 on grilled paper. 90c & 2Fr. Both hinged 

502.00  25.00  

55 Z WI 158-62, S B 247-51.  1955 Pro Juv.  Used, VF.  Each stamp has PTT cen-

tral Butterfly first day cancel.  Full gum with hinge. 

60.00 20,00 

56 Z WI/I.  1912 Precursor Pro Juv booklet with 2 mint, NH panes.   

Rust around staple, otherwise very fine condition. 

 30.00 

57 Z F2, S C2.  1919 50c Air, Used on small piece with Wetziko(n) 1 VII 19 corner 

cancel.  Signed Abt. 

200.00 30.00 

58 Z  F 11,  S  C 11.  75c Allegory air.   

Used, VF with bold central Bern full date cancel 

120.00 22.00 

59 Z  F 12,  S  C 11.   1 Fr. Allegory air.  Used with bold Arosa Dorf central cancel 80.00 12.00  

Flight covers – First, Special and Regular 

60 SLH PF #2 (OK 1)  1913 Flugtag Bern unused special flight card “Oskar Bider  

on the Bern airfield”   Very fine condition 

60.00 20.00 

61 24 VII 23.  VF cover canceled “Lausanne conference pour la paix en Orient” 

franked with  F4 and block of Z 146 

 20.00 

62 SLH SF 24.1.  13 IV 24 Flugtag Grenchen.   

VF card with vignette and franked with F5 and 10c Tell 

75.00 25.00 

63 SLH SF 24.5.  9 VI 24 Romanshorn with Zurich back stamp.   

Small cover franked with vignette.  F5 and Z Z1 as postage. 

120.00 30.00 

64 SLH RF 25.3 c.  28 IV 25 Basel to Zurich.   

VF cover franked with Z K18 and Z W1 29.  Backstamped Zürich 

300.00 60.00 

65 SLH SF 25.2.c.  10 V 25 Basel flight on special card with vignette.   

F3 and two 5c Tell Boys as franking. 

50.00 18.00 

66 SLH SF 25.5.  19 VII 25.  Lausanne flight Comptoir Suisse.   

VF card franked with F3 and F4. 

45.00 15.00 

67 SLH SF 25.7.c.  9 IX 25 VF first flight Milano to Zurich.   

9 Italy stamps on cover. 

150.00 40.00 

68 SLH RF 28.8.c.  14 V 28 Biel to Zurich on VF registered cover.   

Franked with F8 and two 5c Tell boys.  

150.00 40.00  

69 SLH RF 27.4.c.  30 V 27 35c pilot on preprinted Red NHORA envelope.   

Lausanne arrival. 

30.00 12.00 

70 SLH SF 27.4.s.  22  VIII 27 Intl Flugmeeting imprinted 40c special postcard.  

VF 

20.00 8.00 

71 SLH RF 28.11.e .  21 V 28.  First flight Vienna to Zürich 60.00 20.00 

72 SLH SF 35.1.e  10 III.35.  Zurich-St. Moritz-Davos Winterluftpost.   

Franked with block of F 20, Z 102 and two others.  

140.00 35.00 

73 21 V 38. “ Pro Aero Flugmeeting Basel” Red 2 line cachet.  VF cover with F20  6.00 
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74 SLH SF 46.12.c.  F 41. 1946 Pro Aero Luzern-Locarno on cachet flight cover  22 

V 46.  Stamp has on the nose cancel. 

65.00 20.00 

75 SLH SF 46.12.z.  F 41  1946 Pro Aero complete set of all 6 destinations.  

All are VF 

330.00 65.00 

75A SLH SF 49.4.a-f.  F 45 1949 Pro Aero complete set of 6 destinations.  All are VF 420.00 65.00 

76 SLH BA 17.  9 V 54 Balloon “Helvetia” flown from Saar.  Special stamp day card 100.00 20.00 

77 SLH RF 54.11 SRb.  1954 Genf – Sao Paulo 27 V 54.    

Franked with 2 40 Rp airs 

60.00  18.00 

Souvenir Sheets 

78 Z WI 83l – 84l, S B89.  1037 S/S.  Used on VF card depicting Nativity scene  125.00 30.00 

79 Z WII 12, S B105.  1940 Pro Pat monuments S/S.  Mint, VF, NH 475.00 75.00 

80 Z WI 98l-99l Block #6, S B116.  1941 S/S.  Mint, VF, NH. 130.00  30.00 

81 Z WIII 18, S B132.  1943 Geneve S/S.   

Used with FD cancel mounted in VF numbered booklet. 

115.00 30.00 

82 Z WIII 23, S B144.  1945 Basel Dove S/S, used, VF with FD cancel 150.00 15.00 

83 Z  Z41.  1953 Pro Juv “Bug” sheet.  Mint, VF NH.  Perfect!!! 500.00 135.00 

84 Z WIII 35, S 252a.  1955 Lausanne S/S.   

Used on small piece tied with German First Day cancel 

150.00 25.00 

Liechtenstein (requested by many bidders) 

85 Z L 105-18, S 116-29.  1933 set of 14.  Mint, VF, NH 230.00 70.00 

86 Z L 266-69, S 277-80.  1954 Sport set of 4.  Mint, VF, NH 60.00 18.00 

87 Z L 286-89, S 297-300.  1956 Sport set of 4.  Mint, VF, NH. 30.00 9.00 

88 Z L 297-300, S 308-11.  1957 Sport set of 4.  Mint, VF, NH. 65.00 20.00 

89 Z L 309-12, S320-23.  1958 Sport set of 4.  Mint, VF, NH. Top tab copies. 30.00 9.00 

90 Z L F17-23, S C17.23.  1939 Airmail set of 7.  Mint, VF, NH. 50.00 15.00 

91 Z L F24-33, S C34-33.  1948 Air Pioneers set of 10.  Mint, VF, NH 100.00 30.00 

92 Z L F34-37, S C 34-37.  1969 airmail set of 4.   

Used VF blocks of 4 with Vaduz 7 IV 60 first day cancels. 

85.00 22.00 

93 1961 London print of show card.  Mint, VF, no gum as issued.  5.00 

94 1961 Vienna print of show card.  Mint, VF, no gum as issued.  5.00 

 

 

 

Selected Lots; See www.swiss-stamps.org for all lots 
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
              Elected Officers 2017-18 Appointed Officers

President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 

roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Past President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Vice-President 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 
 

 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
6685 Cuttalossa Road 
New Hope, PA 18938 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
mail@brucemarsden.com 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Cheryl Ganz 

PO Box 449 

Winfield, IL 60190 

cherylganz@yahoo.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 

gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Publicity Chairman 
Open 

 

Awards Chairman 

Michael Peter 

(see column 1) 

 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 
  

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 2) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 1) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 

 

 

Copyright 2017, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS).  TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the 

American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies. TELL is published bimonthly 

(Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov). 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and 

are not necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor.   

Letters and articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva 

and related philately are welcome and should be sent to the 

Editor.  Whenever possible, submit material by e-mail as a 

Microsoft Word attachment.  Illustrations may be submitted as 

image files; or we can copy/scan your originals (please consult the 

Editor before sending actual stamps, covers, etc.).  Please include 

your name, address, email address, and telephone number. 

 

 

Subscriptions for 2017 include AHPS dues: United States, 

$23, which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 

overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 

from the Secretary or download from Web page.  Change-of-

Address should be sent to the Secretary. 
 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 

sent to the Editor.  Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 

Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 
 

Printed by Short Run Printing, Scottsdale, AZ. 

AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these conventions and 

shows: 

October 27-28, 2017: UNExpo17, Bellefonte, PA 

May 17-20, 2018: NABA: Lugano, Switzerland 

September 14-16, 2018: SEAPEX, Seattle, WA 

October 2019: INDYPEX, Indianapolis, IN 
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New Books 
by Charles LaBlonde, CPhH 

For collectors of Switzerland World War II mail 

there is excellent news, in the form of two new 

books by Swiss experts on the material. Here are 

summaries of the two publications. 

Schild, Georges, Die Internierung von Militaer 

und Zivilpersonen in der Schweiz 1939 - 1946. A 

Postal History Study. Published by Clipaeus 

Verlag, CH-3011 Bern, ISBN 987-3-033-05753-1.  

The 370 page book is illustrated in color. Order 

from Clipaeus Verlag, Rainmattstrasse 3, CH-3011 

Bern, Switzerland. Payment of 50 Euros plus post-

age to be made to PB Nurnberg BLZ 760 100 85, 

for account 403 130 851 in the name of Jose Child, 

IBAN DE51 7601 0085 0403 1308 51. The book 

may also be ordered through Christian Geissman, 

email mail@post-undgeschichte.ch, using PayPal. 

 This volume covers both military and civil 

internment during WWII. Following a brief histor-

ical introduction the postal and censorship aspects 

of both groups are covered, to include reproduc-

tions of the relevant agreements and regulations. 

The places (more than 1200 hotels, hostels and 

camps) where internees were accommodated are 

listed with the nationalities at each location and 

how they were treated. The field post numbers of 

the guards groups are also given. 

 This magnificent book replaces the 40 page 

pamphlet that collectors of Swiss WWII internee 

mail have been using for many years as the only 

source  of  information.  The  book is  clearly  orga-

nized by country, camp and by type of internee. 

Production is typical first class Swiss quality. 

 Note that the first volume (published in 

2009) which covered the internment of military 

personnel during WWI as well as two 19th century 

wars is still available. Cost of the two volumes is 

90 Euros including postage. 

Geissmann, Christian, Post & Geschichte 

Magazin, Sondernummer, Handbuch und Katalog,  

This exceptional 80 page volume, richly illustrated 

in color, clearly describes WWII-related re-

strictions on Swiss international mails from 1939 

to 1945. The value of this excellent chronological 

summary of Swiss WWII postal history is to have 

in a single volume the entire picture of how diffi-

cult WWII communication from Switzerland really 

was. Geissman clearly organizes the various im-

pediments to the movement of Swiss mail and 

gives values for the postal markings involved. The 

organization is logical and easy to follow. 

For AHPS members Christian offers a price of only 

25 Swiss Francs, postage free! Contact: Post und 

Geschichte GmBH, Postfach 56 CH-5612 

Villmergen, Switzerland. Or email as noted above. 

 

 

 

AHPS Auction 167 Prices realized 
Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

1  66.00  20 31.00 37  7.00  51  13.00  66  32.00 81 19.00 

2  82.00 22 13.00 38  16.00  52  9.00  67  32.00  82 41.00 

3  89.00 23 33.50 39  16.00  53 10.00  68  17.50 84 65.00 

4 25.00 25  11.00 40  16.00  54  41.00  69  18.00  85 28.00 

5 71.00 27  25.00  41   8.50 55  13.50  71  13.00  86 28.00 

6  56.00 28  6.00  42  8.50  56  13.50  72  21.00 87 22.00 

7 116.00  29  11.00  43  4.00  57  4.50  73  31.00  88 14.00 

8  58.00 30  6.00 44  3.50  58  33.00  74  17.00  89 23.50 

9  36.00             31  5.50  45  8.00  59  32.00  75  17.00  90 18.50 

11 91.00 32  11.00  46  4.00  60  36.00 75A 16.00  91 16.00 

12 18.00 33  6.00  47  11.50  62  13.50  76 12.00 92 19.00 

14 37.00 34  6.00  48  11.50  63  4.50  77 12.00 95 27.00 

15 166.00 35  7.00  49  11.50  64  13.50  79 11.00 96 13.00 

19 23.00 36  16.00  50  11.00  65  4.00  80 16.00 97 7.00 
 

Would you like your TELL 3-

hole punched?  If you tell Dick Hall you 

would like your TELL punched, he will code 

your mailing label, and we will happily punch 

yours.  No extra charge. – Ed. 
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